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WELCOME
Welcome to McCall Middle School as we begin the 2010-2011 school year.  On behalf of the Faculty, I am delighted to greet the new Class of 2017 who will be attending McCall Middle School for the first time as 6th Graders.  I am also pleased to celebrate the return of the classmates from 2016 and 2015 that comprise our 7th and 8th Grade students.  Additionally, I extend a very special welcome to our students who are new to Winchester and/or new to our school.  This year, we will have more than 1,000 students at McCall Middle School, the largest number we’ve ever had!  With the completion last year of our school’s second major construction project in the past ten years (new wing- the E Wing), and the addition of twelve classrooms and a faculty lunchroom, I believe we have met our space needs for the foreseeable future in these times of increasing student enrollment.  2010-2011 holds great promise for all of us, and I am confident that your educational experience will be interesting, exciting, and challenging in our exceptionally well-equipped facility.  Working together, I know we will have a great school year!

The real strength of our school is found in the strong, varied core and exploratory educational program that will be offered to you by a knowledgeable, caring and experienced teaching staff.  A large support staff (cafeteria workers, custodians, counselors, librarian, nurse, principals, secretaries, and special education personnel) stands ready to help you if you need us.  In the past, we have offered a varied extracurricular activities program which included before and after school Intramurals for boys and girls along with a number of clubs and other organizations that meet after school (Art Club, Community Service Club, Drama Club, Engineers/Chess Club, EnKa Fair Marching Band, Green Team, Homework Club, Intramurals, Jazz Band, Knitting Club, Math Teams (Grade 6 and Grades 7 & 8), McCall Musical, Multicultural Club, Poetry Club, Photography Club, School Newspaper, Select Chorus (boys and girls combined), Student Council, WinCAM Digital Media Club, and Yearbook).  While we do not receive any funding for extracurricular activities from the Town Budget, as this handbook book goes to the printers, we are working hard to raise the extra funds necessary to support this excellent program.  You should listen carefully to the morning announcements to learn which of these activities are being offered and the days and times that the activities meet.  The Recreation Department’s Youth Center (located in the back of the building) will be open every day until 5:00 p.m. (3:00 p.m. on Early Release Days) for those who choose to participate in this fee-based program.

Please review this handbook carefully as it contains McCall Middle School’s Statement of Purpose and Expectations for Students along with the key policies and rules and regulations of the school.  It is important that you and your parents/guardians are fully familiar with this information as it will help establish and maintain the positive learning environment that is so essential for a successful school experience for all of us.  Don’t forget to return the sign-off sheet to your homeroom teacher that indicates that you and your parents/guardians have reviewed and discussed the contents of this handbook.  

Enjoy your years at McCall Middle School - they will go by very quickly!

Sincerely,

Ralph B. Marotta

Principal
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McCALL MIDDLE SCHOOL

Dear Parents and Guardians,

The handbook pages include the rules and regulations of McCall Middle School. The rules are intended to promote a safe, healthy, productive teaching and learning environment for all members of the McCall community.

Please read these pages and discuss them with your child, and then sign and return this page to your child's homeroom teacher. For those of you who have read this handbook before, please note we have made changes again this year. 

We would like especially to call your attention to the following policies:

                       Computer and Internet

                         Acceptable Use Policy
p.  9



Homework


p. 12

Attendance/Punctuality
p. 17 



Personal Appearance

p. 18

      

No Smoking


p. 21



Anti-Bullying


p. 22

I have read the McCall Handbook and discussed its contents with my child.  We agree to support the policies, including the anti-bullying code:

· We will not bully other students.

· We will help students who are bullied.

· We will make a point to include students who are left out.

· When we know someone is being bullied, we will tell an adult at school and an adult at home.

“Students are expected to be in school 180 days. Parents/Guardians should not schedule vacation or day trips during school days.”

“Students are expected to be respectful and courteous at all times, particularly in Winchester Center during early release days and after school.”

Signature of parent/guardian: ____________________________

Signature of student: ___________________________________

Date: _________________
COMPUTER and INTERNET ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY
McCall Middle School

STUDENT PRIVILEGES 

Students may use the Internet to:

· locate material to meet educational needs 

· participate in distance learning activities 

· ask questions of and consult with field experts 

· communicate with other students and individuals for educational purposes

· participate in 21st Century Internet Web 2.0 tools
All students at the middle school will be allowed to work independently with the Internet on educational assignments. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 

Students will:

· treat the people you “meet” on the Internet with respect 

· treat computers responsibly

· act as a representative of the school by showing responsibility 

· tell a teacher or another adult if any inappropriate sites are accessed by accident 

· follow all of the instructions given and stay only in the areas the teacher suggests 

· actively use the information found on the Internet in learning (projects, reports, and discussions)

· respect documents of classmates—no reading, deleting, copying or modifying of classmates’ files 

· never give out personal information online (addresses, phone numbers, pictures, etc.) or arrange personal meetings with anyone met online

· not abuse the permissions granted to participate in 21st Century Internet Web 2.0 tools as instructed by the teacher

· promptly inform their teacher or school administrator of any online communication that the student feels is threatening, harassing or otherwise inappropriate

All student collaboration and communication using 21st Century Internet Web 2.0 tools will be within a structured educational environment using a secure portal.

Students are advised that e-mail and /or Internet correspondence is not privileged or confidential and that there are consequences for choosing not to follow the Computer and Internet rules.

All Computer Education Curriculum is aligned with the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education Technology Literacy Standards and Expectations. 

These rules are set forth from the Acceptable Use Policy adopted by the school committee on March 1999 for the Winchester Public Schools. A detailed Acceptable Use Policy will be placed in computer labs and the principal’s office at each school for parent or community viewing.
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McCall Middle School
Excellence in Every Classroom

INTRODUCTION

This handbook contains the school's statement of purpose, key goals for students, policies, rules, and discipline policy-all of which are aimed at ensuring a safe, productive, and enjoyable environment for learning. You and your parents are required to read this handbook and sign and return a statement that you have read and understood this important document.

Statement of Purpose

McCall Middle School is a community of learners working to better ourselves in many ways. Our purpose is to help you, the students:
· develop intellectually and socially as fully as possible.

· think creatively and critically and to solve problems constructively.

· clarify and strengthen your goals and values.

· develop self-discipline, personal responsibility, self-respect, and pride in your work.

· master  organization and time management skills  

· develop your tolerance and respect for others, especially those who are different from you.

Why should these goals be important to you? Simply put, the more you learn and the more you are able to get along with different people at McCall, the better prepared you will be to:
· further your own education and advancement in high school and thereafter.

· create and take advantage of the many opportunities in your future.

· work successfully on teams and with others in the increasingly diverse workplaces of the economy.

· be an independent, responsible, knowledgeable, and contributing citizen in our society. 

To maximize your opportunities to learn and grow, we believe our school needs to:

· be safe for all students.

· have high expectations for everyone—students, teachers, and staff.

· be challenging and rigorous to enable and stimulate each student to achieve his or her best.

· offer a varied and appropriate curricula for early adolescents, including opportunities for exploratory and hands-on learning.

· provide academic and emotional support for each student, primarily from your teachers, who work to structure and integrate curricula and to monitor your performance and needs.

· be a place for fun and enjoyment as well as learning.

What is a Middle School?

As you settle into McCall, you will see that our school is designed for students your age. It is different from elementary and high schools.

First, you have a team of core teachers who work cooperatively to plan and integrate curricula, coordinate homework assignments and tests, and help you learn in different ways. This should help to make McCall Middle School a more personal school for you.

Second, one of our major goals is to teach you how to learn. Your teachers will encourage and challenge you to think for yourself, learn the art of asking useful questions, seek answers on your own, and study more effectively.

Third, you will use several different ways of helping yourself learn—by listening, reading, writing, creating things with your hands, and thinking to solve various problems. Sometimes you will learn from information your teachers give you. Sometimes you will work and learn on your own. Other times you will work in groups with your classmates.

McCall offers you many opportunities to expand your knowledge, develop new interests, discover new skills, develop new friendships and have fun. The time to explore and venture into new areas of learning is now; make the most of it and enjoy your years at McCall!

Expectations for Students

McCall's teachers and staff expect and want to help you grow during your years here in a number of ways-academically, ethically, socially, and personally by:

Academic:
1. Becoming an independent learner, a critical and cooperative thinker, and a problem solver through a variety of challenging and interactive learning experiences.

2. Developing your skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.

3. Developing your skill in the understanding and use of mathematics, sciences, information management, and technology.

4. Increasing your appreciation for the arts and for the aesthetic dimensions of every discipline.

5. Developing good study skills and producing high quality schoolwork/homework on time.

6. Taking advantage of opportunities for self-evaluation, reflection, and planning.

Ethical:
1. Developing/strengthening your ethics of honesty, fairness, and trust.

2. Recognizing, appreciating, and respecting differences in other people and the diversity in the school and world at large.

3. Developing your sense of responsibility for yourself and others; accountability for your actions; and pride in your skills, accomplishments, and work.

4. Respecting the school environment and the personal and private property, including the work product, of others.

Social/Personal:
1. Developing your skills to work effectively in a group.

2. Learning to deal with challenges and successes as well as frustrations and disappointments.

3. Developing your ability to relate well with many other people, exhibiting self-control, cooperation, good manners, respect, and tolerance for differences.
4. Learning to advance and defend your point of view more effectively.

5. Developing a healthy lifestyle that promotes your physical, emotional, and social and mental well-being.

6. Strengthening your sense of civic responsibility and service to others whom you can help.

ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Academic Honor Roll:  You will qualify for High Honors if you receive four A's (or A-'s) and one B- or better in all core courses carried.  You must also receive a passing grade in those courses marked on a pass/fail basis and you must receive a B- or better in all other courses carried. Students only carrying four majors must receive four A's (or A-'s) in those subjects for High Honors. However, students in a special course of study approved by the administration may achieve High Honor Role status with three A’s (or A-‘s) and one B- or better in all core courses carried.  These students must also receive a passing grade in those courses marked on a pass/fail basis and a B- or better in all other courses carried.

You will qualify for Honors if you receive B-'s or better in all courses carried and passing grades in those courses marked on a pass/fail basis. Students receiving a 2 or a 4 (attitude-behavior/effort designation) with any of their grades will not be eligible for Honor Roll.
Final Exams:  All students at McCall will take final exams or participate in a culminating project. These exams/projects are designed to help you prepare for such exams/projects in the future and to tell us how well you have mastered the curriculum. Exams/projects must be given in English, world language, math, science and social studies and may be given in other areas. The exam/project itself will count 1/9 of your final grade, except in Grade 6 where the exam/project will be incorporated into the Fourth Quarter Grade. 

Homework Policy: Homework is an important component of being a successful student at McCall Middle School. Students should expect to receive daily homework assignments in their core classes. Homework is meant to foster student initiative, enrich classroom experiences, reinforce concepts, enhance learning skills, promote personal responsibility and inspire students to work together with their teachers to become the very best students they can be. 
During the school year, students will be given a broad variety of daily, short-term, and long-term assignments. Homework assignments will vary from week to week.  The time needed to complete assignments will vary from student to student.  Plan to allow a block of time each day, in order to complete assigned work.  At the start of the school year, set up a distraction free study environment.  We believe that the student, the teacher and parents must support each other in making sure that assignments are understood, that lines of communication remain open, and that adequate time is allowed each day to complete homework assignments.

McCall Middle School faculty use a grade leveled “team” approach. Teachers work together and communicate regularly to plan the academic calendar to avoid excessive overlap of tests, quizzes and long-range projects. It is recommended that students allow the following amount of time to complete daily homework assignments: 6th Grade: 1-1:1/2 hours, 7th Grade: 1:1/2-2 hours, 8th Grade 2-2:1/2 hours.
If a student frequently spends more than this amount of time completing homework assignments, please inform your teachers or talk with your guidance counselor.  Additional support may be needed.

When to “draw the line”: If a student is not able to complete a nightly homework assignment, a parent/guardian may intervene and choose to draw a line to indicate the point where a student had to end working on it. Please write the date, time, and explanation for the incomplete assignment along with the parent signature.  Completing the assignment will be subject to the teacher’s discretion.

Homework guidelines for students, teachers, and parents.

Students agree to:
-Come to school each day with completed homework assignments, ready to learn and participate fully in the McCall Middle School classroom environment.

-Work with parents to set up a “focused” quiet, distraction free location to do homework.

-Pledge to do your own work.  Collaborate…don’t copy.
-Turn in homework that is done neatly, timely, and accurately.

-Follow teacher guidelines that are given.  If they aren’t clear….ASK to clarify.
-Use classroom support tools such as EdLine, teacher/team websites, Daily Planner, and weekly online calendars to assist in staying in step with current assignments, deadlines, and announcements.

-Communicate with your parents and teachers when you are unable to complete or do not understand a homework assignment.

-Use the buddy system (if applicable).

-Make up any missed assignments or tests by making individual arrangements with teachers to complete all required tests/homework in a timely manner.

-Know that homework is an important component in being a successful McCall Middle School student.
Parents/Guardians agree to:

-Be aware of what’s being asked of your child and assist them by providing necessary school supplies and providing a quiet (distraction free) study area.
-Encourage them to do their own work. (Do not do the work for them.)
-Use the tools available at McCall to help your child succeed: check EdLine, subscribe to the school newsletter, record your teachers e-mail address, attend parent/teacher conferences and refer to the team teacher websites regularly.

-Maintain an open line of communication with your child’s teacher.

-Contact the teacher or guidance counselor if your child has frequent need for additional support in meeting homework requirements.
-Notify the school if your child must be absent so that missed homework can be provided.

Teachers agree to: 
-Strive to give homework assignments that will not exceed the recommended range of time needed to complete the work by grade.
-Provide classroom homework guidelines to parents and students at the start of the school year along with contact information and curriculum support materials.
-Assign homework that is meaningful, enriching and related to the classroom curriculum.

-Provide a balance between short-term and long-range assignments.
-Provide written instructions for long-term/complex assignments.
-Not assign homework during vacation periods or over legal holidays.

-Not assign homework that interferes with the observance of District approved religious holidays.

-Give clear directions/instructions for homework assignments.

-Allow students time for questions and/or clarification of assignments.

-Encourage a student buddy system fro homework support.

-Provide guidelines on how students can make- up required homework/tests due to absence, illness, or scheduling conflicts.

-Maintain an open line of communication with parents throughout the school year (via EdLine, team website, school newsletter, email, phone,) to inform them of student status reports, upcoming events, performance tracking, etc.

-Encourage parents to use EdLine and visit teacher websites to track performance and gain access to current classroom information.
-Offer organizational assistance to students as needed to enhance study skills, test preparation, and project completion skills.

-Not give assignments over weekends that are longer than one daily assignment.

Group Projects:  Students can benefit from the collaborative aspect of group projects.  It is understood that the collaborative part of a required group project must take place during the school day.

If a teacher feels that a component of the collaboration should take place outside of school, the teacher must notify parents prior to the start of the group project.  Parents may request that their child work individually, rather than in a group.

Make-up Work:  Students will be allowed to make up work after an excused absence according to the following guidelines:

1. Students excused from class for co-curricular activities and field trips must get assignments from the teacher prior to the absence so that all work can be turned in on the day due.

2. No credit will be given for work not turned in or made up within the time prescribed by the teacher.
3. If a student is absent on the day of an exam or when a major paper or project is due, the student must be prepared to meet the obligation upon return to school.

4. Students receiving an incomplete grade on the report card because of excused absences will be given until the midpoint of the next quarter to make up the work. Failure to do so will result in a failing grade.

5. Students who are suspended from school may make up work (homework, tests, quizzes, etc.) that was due during the period of suspension.  However, it is the student's responsibility to get the work from the teachers and it is the student's responsibility to do the work. The teacher will determine when the work is due, with a maximum of five school days allowed for the make-up.

Marking System:  You and your parents will receive a report card at the end of each quarter. Interim progress reports will be sent home at mid-term of Quarters 1, 2 & 4 and at any time deemed advisable by the staff. Letter grades are given as follows:

Superior Achievement

A (90-100)

Good to Excellent

B (80-89)

Average


C (70-79)

Below Average


D (60-69)

Failing



F (below 60)

Incomplete


INC

A "plus" mark indicates the upper end of the numerical equivalent (Example: B+=87-89 inclusive). A "minus" mark indicates the lower end of the numerical equivalent (Example: B- = 80-82, inclusive).

Effort and behavior evaluations are as follows:

None 
  Normal Development

I
  Attitude-behavior needs improvement

2
  Attitude-behavior unsatisfactory

3
  Effort needs improvement

4
  Effort unsatisfactory

The final grade for the year will be the result of the average of the four quarterly grades plus the impact of the final exam.

Cheating:  Giving or receiving unauthorized information during a test, or copying another student's homework, or another student's work will result in a zero (0) and the parents or guardians will be contacted. Infractions may result in suspension from school and exclusion from the Honor Roll.

Parent Conferences: Twice a year, parents of all McCall students will have an opportunity to meet briefly with one or more members of their students’ teams.  These conferences are scheduled during release times in October and March. However, if at any other time during the year, your parents would like to meet with one of your instructors to discuss your progress, have them contact your instructor to set up a meeting.

Promotion Policy:  In order to be promoted, unless excluded by Chapter 766, a 6th grade student must achieve a passing end-of-the-year grade in English and a passing end-of-the-year grade in two of three of his/her other major courses (math, science, social studies).

In order to be promoted in Grades 7 and 8, unless excluded by Chapter 766, a student must achieve a passing end-of-the-year grade in English, and a passing grade in three of four of his/her other major courses (math, science, social studies, world language).

Study Hall:  All study halls are conducted in a quiet atmosphere so that you may have the assurance of being able to concentrate. You should have all study materials with you when you arrive in the study hall and you should get to work immediately. If you do not have anything to do, you should make sure that you have some tasteful reading material with you. 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES
Extra Help:  Extra help is available and you are encouraged to take advantage of it.  Teachers will tell you when they are available. It may be before or after school.   Sometimes they will set a specific time to meet with you because they are aware that you are having difficulty with some part of your work. Sometimes you will have to take the initiative and let the teacher know help is needed.

Guidance:  Guidance Counselors respond to a wide variety of early adolescent issues.  The counselors work with teachers, students and parents regarding academic scheduling and school related concerns.  Students are welcome to stop by anytime to make an appointment with their guidance counselor.  The best time to make an appointment is between classes or before or after school.  Parents are also welcome to call and make an appointment as needed.

School Social Worker:  The McCall social worker provides supportive counseling to individuals and/or small groups of students with social and academic issues.  The social worker also facilitates home-school communication to help aid the success of the students in McCall.   
Mentors: Faculty "mentors" are available on a voluntary basis to work with individual students.

Special Education:  The Winchester Public Schools have available a range of special education and related services for students who have been identified as having special education needs.  Students are identified through an evaluation process set forth in Chapter 766 and related federal laws.  Students not eligible for services under Chapter 766 may be eligible for accommodations under Section 504.  Parents and/or teachers may initiate a referral for a special needs evaluation for a student at any time.  
              EMERGENCY SITUATIONS
Incident Management Team:  The McCall Incident Management Team (IMT) responds immediately to emergencies or crises involving one or more students at McCall.  The IMT consists of the Principal, Assistant Principal, School Nurse, Teachers from each grade level, and Support Services staff, such as Guidance Counselors, School Psychologist and Social Worker.  Appropriate Town services, including but not limited to Police, Fire and Ambulance, are brought in as needed.  When the team is activated, the parents of the students involved are notified.

STARs Team:  In the event of an emergency where there is an immediate threat of physical harm to the McCall community, for example, bomb threat, intruder in the building, etc., the regional STARs (School Threats Assessment Response) team will be called to respond to McCall.  The STARs team is made up of specially trained and equipped police officers from Winchester and nearby towns.  As soon as possible, the safest known course of action to protect all members of the school community will be implemented.

School Resource Officer: McCall shares the services of the School Resource Officer with Winchester High School.  This police officer, dedicated to working with the schools, works with McCall on safety and related issues.
Emergency Evacuation of Building: Students should be familiar with exit routes from every area of the building.  During an emergency, students are to remain with their class and are to follow directions given by the teacher in charge.  Once outside the school, students are to remain on the sidewalk or other area designated by their teacher.


During lunch:  If the building needs to be evacuated during lunch, students should follow the directions of the teacher on duty.  In most situations, all students will exit out the doors to the deck on the back side of the building.  If a fire is in the kitchen, students on the window side of the cafeteria will exit through the doors leading to the deck.  Students on the wall side of the cafeteria will exit out the main entrance to the cafeteria and use the stairs on the right.


Between classes:  If we need to evacuate between classes during the school day, students are to go to their next period class, and evacuate the building from that classroom.

Emergency Communication to Parents:   Effort is made to notify parents of an unanticipated school closing in the middle of the day.  Such closings are most likely to occur in the case of equipment failure or inclement weather conditions.  Notification may be by parent phone chain, automated telephone communication or local community access television.  The Principal or Assistant Principal may, at their discretion, activate the phone chain at other times.
COMPUTERS

McCall Middle School students are required to adhere to the Winchester  Public School District's Acceptable Use Policy regarding computers and  computer peripherals.  Unauthorized use of computers will result in

disciplinary action in accordance with the policy.

  The McCall Middle School Computer and Internet Acceptable Use Policy is available for reference on page 9 of this handbook and a detailed Winchester Public School District's Acceptable Use Policy will be available in the McCall's classroom, library and administrative offices.  
SCHOOL FACILITIES

The Office: All visitors to McCall should first report to the Main Office and pick up a visitor’s badge. Please feel free to come to the main office on any matter with which you feel we can be of help.

Homeroom: Each homeroom at McCall is made up of approximately twenty to twenty-five students.  Every day will begin with a five minute homeroom period. Students may arrive to homeroom at 7:30 a.m.  You are expected to be seated by 7:45 a.m.  On certain days we will have a longer homeroom period. You will know ahead of time when this is to take place.

Early Arrival: Students may arrive at school as early as 7:00 a.m., but must report directly to the teachers they are in the building to see or to the cafeteria. Breakfast is available for sale before school.

Lockers: At the beginning of the school year, you will be assigned a locker for all books and coats.  Each locker is secured with a combination lock.  We urge you to keep the combination to yourself so that you can be sure that your belongings will be safe.  If your locker is broken or you forget your combination, see a secretary in the main office.  If you have difficulty opening your locker, ask one of the staff members to help you.

It is not a good idea to leave money or anything of great value in your locker. If you must bring items of value to school, bring them to the office for safe-keeping.

You can decorate your locker with removable items.   The lockers are the property of McCall School and are subject to inspection by the administration (with or without notice) and specific inspections of individual lockers may be conducted by the school principal or his/her designee upon reasonable suspicion that illegal or prohibited items or substances are present.

All property stored in student lockers must be related to authorized school activities and shall not include illegal or prohibited items or substances or any item or substances which may cause or tend to cause a health or hygiene hazard, such as old food.

7th and 8th graders are also assigned gym lockers. The same rules apply to gym lockers.

Book Bags: You may use a book bag to bring books and other items to and from school.  Book bags, including rolling backpacks, must be stored in your locker during the school day.

School Bus: If you are in Grade 6 and you live two miles or more from school, you are eligible for a free bus pass to ride the regular school bus. All passes to ride the bus are issued by the school district's business office (721-7001). Students must present the appropriate bus pass to the driver in order to board the bus.  Drivers have been instructed not to let any student on the bus without a pass.  To avoid suspension of bus services, all students must obey school bus safety regulations while boarding, riding and exiting school buses.

Bicycles: You may ride a bicycle to and from school if you so desire.  You must wear an approved protective helmet while riding to and from school.  Bicycles are to be left in the racks provided and they should be locked.  At dismissal time cyclists must wait until all school buses have vacated the parking lot before riding their bikes.  Students should walk, not ride, their bikes on the sidewalk. Students who violate these safety rules may be prohibited from riding bikes to and from school.

Library: The library is an area for quiet study, research and reading enjoyment. Students may use the library during class time with the permission of library staff and a pass from their classroom teacher.  Books are signed out for two (2) weeks and may be renewed.  Students are responsible for either returning all borrowed library materials or paying for lost library items.

Lunch Program: The cafeteria is open every full day school is in session. Please be sure to review the POS System details mailed to you this summer. You may purchase your lunch from the cafeteria or you may bring your lunch from home. Drink-only purchasers have priority.

Students are expected to eat lunch in school. You will receive your lunch assignment the first day of school.

We ask that you do your part to keep the cafeteria clean.  Before leaving the cafeteria, pick up any debris around your seat and place it in the containers provided.

The cafeteria is proctored by members of the staff. During the first week of school they will outline any specific procedures to be followed.

Lunchroom Guidelines: 

1. Respect others! Be nice to people at your table. 

2. Enter quietly and WALK to your table. 

3. Do not push or cut in line. 

4. Speak in a normal voice. No yelling! 

5. If someone does something wrong, raise your hand and tell a teacher. 

6. Remain seated, four per side, and use good table manners. 

7. When announcements are being made, stop talking and listen to what the teacher is saying. 

8. Keep your table and immediate area clean, placing litter in the receptacle provided.

School Property Policy: McCall recently underwent renovation.  Our staff, especially our custodial staff, work very hard to keep this building clean, to preserve the improvements of the recent renovation and to maintain school equipment in good working order.  You have the responsibility to respect and protect all school property.  Please take care of all spaces, including, but not limited to, classrooms, bathrooms, hallways, cafeteria and outside areas, and their furnishings.  Do not litter, deface or damage anything on or part of school premises.

Markers: Due to graffiti problems in our school, we must require that permanent markers not be brought into McCall.

Nurse’s Office: Should you feel ill or should you sustain an injury during the school day, you are to come to the Nurse's Office. The student should be accompanied by another student.  First aid will be administered and parents will be contacted if necessary.  Note:  Only the school nurse may dismiss a student for illness or injury.

Students who must receive medications during the school day must first consult with the school nurse.  Medications are to be kept in the original container in the nurse's office, and a signed permission slip must be on file. Self-administration of prescribed emergency medications such as inhalers and epi-pen is permissible on a case by case basis, upon review by the school nurse.

School Phone Use:  With permission of the classroom teacher or office staff, a student may use a classroom phone or office phone.

Lost and Found: A lost and found box is maintained in the cafeteria area.  If you lose a book or any other item, also check with the main office to see if it has been turned in. Remember to put your name in all your books and on any item that you bring to school.

STUDENT USE OF SCHOOL BUILDING AND GROUNDS

Students are not allowed to roam through the building or loiter in any area before, during or after school.  Students with permission to leave a class or study hall before its end, must have a pass from the teacher giving that permission.  In addition, after school, students should not loiter on school grounds, including Manchester Field and the bleachers.

DROPPING OFF AND PICKING UP STUDENTS BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL / TRAFFIC CONCERNS

The streets around McCall are extremely congested at drop off and pick up times.  We ask that all individuals who drive students to or from school use extreme caution when driving on or near school premises.  Please be alert for students on bikes, for pedestrians, for buses and for other cars.  Students, as well, should be mindful of the safety issues and should use sidewalks and crosswalks.  

SPECIAL PROGRAMS AND OFFERINGS

Activity Nights: Activity nights for all students have been scheduled for the school year.  The activities are planned by students under the guidance of the Student Council and are held on Friday evenings with faculty supervision.  Activities include dancing in the gym and use of Youth Center facilities. These nights run from 7:30-9:30 p.m. for grade 6 and 7:30-10:00 p.m. for grades 7 and 8. You must stay for the full time unless you are picked up by a parent or guardian.  Parents should pick you up promptly at 9:30 p.m. for grade 6 and 10:00 p.m. for grade 7 and 8. Activity Nights are for McCall students and for middle school students who live in Winchester, but attend school outside of Winchester. Students not attending McCall, but planning to attend a McCall School function, must have their parent/guardian contact the McCall Middle School administration. Students must be in school during the day to attend an Activity Night.

Activity Program:  In addition to the intramural program, a number of clubs meet after school during the year. Among them are the Student Council, Jazz Band, Math League, Photography Club, Homework Club, and drama groups. If you are interested in setting up a club in your particular field of interest, contact the advisor of the student council and an attempt will be made to get you an adult sponsor. You must be in school during the day to participate in any extracurricular activities after school or in the evening. (To be offered in 09-10, if funding is available.)

Field Trips:  Students at McCall will have the opportunity to take part in a number of field trips subject to parent permission and school approval. Students must demonstrate consistently good attendance (including promptness to school), behavior, and academic performance. All school rules apply while students are on field trips.  Major trips such as the 8th grade trip to Washington, D.C., require School Committee approval and each student participating in these trips must pay his/her own way.  Field trip guidelines for chaperones are available from the office or from trip organizers.

Intramurals: The Intramural Program provides an opportunity for the athlete and non-athlete alike to participate in sports.  A variety of sports are offered throughout the year.  (To be offered in 09-10, if funding is available.)

Student Council:  During the first month of 

school, Student Council members are chosen.  The procedures for the selection of Council representatives will be outlined to you by the Advisors to the Student Council. (To be offered in 09-10, if funding is available.)
ATTENDANCE, ABSENCE AND TARDINESS

Attendance: You are expected to be in school each day school is in session. If you must be absent or tardy after 7:45 a.m., your parent or guardian must call the school at 721-7044 reporting your name, grade and reason for the absence or tardiness. This call should take place before 7:45 a.m. on the day of the absence or tardiness. Absences due to personal illness, death in the family, for approved religious holidays, for emergency medical or dental treatment or other serious emergencies are considered excused and work may be made up for credit. Work missed should be made up as soon as possible and at a time convenient to both you and your instructors.

Punctuality: The school day starts at 7:45 a.m.  You are late if you are not in your seat in your assigned homeroom by 7:45 a.m.  It may be helpful to plan to arrive by 7:30 a.m. to ensure being on time.  

Tardiness Policy:  A student may be tardy three times in any quarter without having to explain the reasons for the tardiness.  This is to take care of any emergencies that may arise during that quarter. If a student is tardy a fourth time during the quarter he/she will have an after-school detention assigned by an administrator. At that time, the parent/guardian may have to come to school with the student.  Students who are tardy five or more times per quarter or who exceed the limit during two or more quarters may be placed on School Probation.

Dismissals:  You may be dismissed from school hours for reasons of illness or injury or urgent medical appointments. If you intend to leave school early, you are to bring a note from your parent requesting early dismissal to the office prior to homeroom on the day you are to leave. Any work missed is to be made up as soon as possible at a time convenient for your teacher.  

Parents and guardians must come to the Main Office to escort their child from the school premises.  In the case of dismissal due to illness or injury, parents or guardians must meet their child in the nurse’s office.

Please note: students cannot be dismissed during the school day unless met by a parent or guardian or other authorized adult.  A student may not leave the building on his or her own. 

Extended Absence Policy: Daily class attendance is extremely important for McCall 

Middle School students. Students, parents, and guardians should make every effort to see that this requirement is met.   Students are expected to attend 180 days since vacation periods are built into the year-long calendar.  Parents and Guardians are strongly urged not to schedule family vacations or day trips during school days and not to extend the scheduled vacation periods.  Parents should write a note to the principal at least one week in advance of an extended absence indicating the reason for the absence and the dates of the absence. Each student should obtain an extended absence form from the office and present the form to his/her teachers at least one week prior to the absence. The Administration may require medical documentation at its discretion.  It is the student's responsibility to make all arrangements concerning the absence. If they are not met, the student will not receive credit for the work missed.

PERSONAL APPEARANCE

A student’s personal appearance should reflect the values and expectations of McCall Middle School.  Such appearance should not disrupt the orderly conduct of school business or the educational process, nor should it constitute a threat to the health and safety of any member of the school.  The Personal Appearance policy applies not only to the school day, but to all school related activities, such as Activity Nights and extracurricular activities.

The torso must be completely covered and undergarments may not be visible. The following are examples of the type of clothing not allowed at McCall:  Tops with plunging necklines, tank tops, halter tops, tube tops, tops with spaghetti straps, low cut or low riding pants, short shorts and extremely short skirts, garments that leave the midriff bare or are extremely tight or appear to be "see through" and any other style that can be construed to be exhibitionistic, immodest, or pajama-style.

Clothing may not have any insignia or slogans promoting the use of alcohol, drugs or tobacco, racial and/or ethnic slurs, violence, homophobia, profanity, gender bias, or promoting any illegal activity or activity not allowed at McCall. No Heelys are permitted. Wearing hats or other headgear, with the exception of stylish headbands, is unacceptable.
For safety reasons students are strongly discouraged from wearing shoes that are not secured to the foot, including at the heel (e.g., flip flops or sandals without a back strap or untied sneakers).

A student whose clothes are deemed inappropriate will be asked by the administration to change into an appropriate school-provided garment or garment brought to school by the parent.

ACCESS TO STUDENT RECORDS BY NON- CUSTODIAL PARENTS

As of 1998, Massachusetts law (General Laws, Chapter 71, Sec 34H) specifies detailed procedures that govern access to student records by parents who do not have physical custody of their children. For more information, please contact the school principal.

FEDERAL LAWS GOVERNING STUDENTS' RIGHT TO EDUCATION

Federal laws spells out the rights of certain classes of students to an education.  These laws are discussed briefly below.  More detail governing these rights of students can be obtained in the principal's office.

Homeless Students:  Every child without a permanent home has a right to the same appropriate public education as provided to all other children.  A homeless child may enroll in school even though he or she does not have a permanent address.

Title IX:  This law prohibits discrimination under any educational program or activity receiving federal aid on the basis of the student' gender.

Section 504:  prohibits discrimination based upon any physical or mental handicap that substantially limits one or more major life activity, including but not limited to walking, hearing, performing manual tasks, learning, working.   
STUDENT DISCIPLINE
Discipline Code:

The McCall Code of discipline exists to ensure that the McCall philosophy and goals are met in a safe environment in which the students and staff feel safe and protected. The purpose of the code is to foster an atmosphere of dignity and respect in order to help students grow into self-disciplined, responsible, and accountable individuals. The McCall community hopes to achieve this through the practice of clearly defined standards and consequences with fairness and consistency. 

There are principles which form the foundation of our rules and procedures. These principles include: Accountability, Dignity, Fairness, Honesty, Justice, Respect, and Responsibility. 

· You are expected to be respectful and courteous to all students, faculty, and staff.  Follow your teachers’ rules.
  Unacceptable behavior includes: rude, vulgar, or improper language or gestures; put-downs, teasing, inappropriate comments, and refusing requests made to you by a faculty or staff member, including substituted teachers and adult volunteers.  Hugging, kissing or another other close body contact is unacceptable behavior.
· You are expected to be honest, on time, and to meet your teachers’ expectations.
· Students are expected to follow all school policies: including the Computer Acceptable Use Policy and the Personal Appearance policy. 
· Chewing gum, eating candy and food, and drinking anything other then spring water in a clear plastic bottle is prohibited in classrooms, hallways, the gymnasium and the auditorium.  
· Harassment of any kind is unacceptable. This includes sexual slurs, or slander, bullying, pushing, and shoving. 
· Fighting and/or initiating a fight is unacceptable. No wrestling and no retaliating. 
· Yelling, throwing objects and/or creating a disturbance is unacceptable.

· Be respectful of the school property. Littering, damaging, defacing, and destroying school property is unacceptable. Keep hallways, lockers, and classroom clean and neat. Do not damage computers, desks, lockers, books or other material. 
· Stealing, lying, cheating, gambling, tardiness, skipping a class, and skipping a detention are all unacceptable behaviors.  
· Do not bring unacceptable material to school. 

· You should not be in possession of the following dangerous items: firearms, knives, sharp objects, metal chains including key and wallet belt-loop chains, laser pointers, firecrackers or other explosives, lighters, matches, and stink bombs this includes replicas or models of any of these items. 

· You should not be in possession of immodest materials: pictures, magazines, discs, videos, etc. 
· You should not be in the possession of/and or use of any tobacco products, smoking material, alcohol, any illegal substance, drug, or drug paraphernalia. 

· Cell phones should remain in lockers during regular school hours. Hand held video games, cameras, I-pods, MP3 players and the like should not be used in school and should remain locked in lockers during school hours. 

· If a student is found in the possession of any item form one of the categories listed above, the student will be required to turn the item(s) over to the assistant principal. In addiction, parents will be notified. Certain confiscated items will be turned over to the Winchester police. Parents will be asked to claim all other confiscated items from the assistant principal. 
· Any behavior that is not included above, yet jeopardizes the safety, self-esteem, or the learning process of another student will result in the appropriate disciplinary action. 

Depending on the nature of the infraction, the student’s discipline may be progressive, i.e. a student’s second and subsequent violation may merit a more severe penalty than the first violation.
DISCIPLINE ACTIONS
1.  After school detention:  You may be detained by an instructor or by the principal or assistant principal for as many days as seems appropriate to the instructor or administrator assigning the detention.  If a student has a major conflict (such as a doctor's appointment), the student will be allowed to come to detention the next day, but with a note from home confirming the conflict. If a student is asked to report for detention on the same day that the offense occurs, the teacher or administrator will have the student call home before serving the detention to let the parents know his/her whereabouts.

2.  Parent Conference:  You may be required by the principal, assistant principal or any staff member to have your parents contact the office for a phone conference or for a personal conference involving any or all of the following: principal, assistant principal, staff member requesting the conference, your parents, yourself.

3.  Mandatory Community Service: At the discretion of the principal or assistant principal, as an alternative to suspension, students may be assigned to a variety of community service opportunities.  These opportunities may include, but are not limited to, after-school building and/or grounds clean up, assistance in the main office, and work with other community agencies.

4.  School Probation:  School probation involves monitoring student behavior and limiting student participation in school activities. The normal period of probation will be two weeks, during which time you will not be allowed to participate in any extracurricular activity, attend activity nights or evening programs sponsored by the school. A student may be given a longer period of probation if the circumstances warrant. School probation may be assigned by either the assistant principal or the principal.

5.  In-School Suspension:  You may be suspended from one or more classes at the discretion of the principal or the assistant principal. During the period of the suspension you must remain in the office area. 

6.  Out-of-School Suspension:  Suspension from school is considered a very serious matter at McCall Middle School. Such infractions as fighting or other violent behavior; threatening another person; indecent behavior; violation of others' civil rights; being in possession of a dangerous weapon; vandalism; stealing; forgery; and being in possession of a controlled substance will result in suspension.  Such infractions as insubordination; profanity or obscene language and gestures directed at another person; truancy; cheating; smoking; abusive language; and defiance of authority may result in suspension.  When a student is suspended, he/she will be placed on School Probation for a period of a minimum of two weeks during which time he/she may not be allowed to participate in any of the extracurricular activities of the school including the next school activity night. Students who are suspended more than once for violation of other students' civil rights, etc. may be put on School Probation for the remainder of the school year. Students may be suspended from school for up to two weeks at a time at the discretion of the principal or the assistant principal.

7.  Expulsion:  The principal, having followed due process procedures, set forth below, may recommend to the superintendent that a student be expelled permanently from school and no longer attend McCall Middle School.

8.  Reporting to the Police: In compliance with the General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the Memorandum of Understanding between the Winchester Police Department and Winchester Public Schools, all assaults (which means to threaten) and battery (which means to unlawfully touch) that occur on school premises and during school-sponsored activities will be immediately reported to the police department. There will also be immediate reporting to the police department regarding possession and/or use of weapons and illegal substances on school premises and during school sponsored activities.  In addition, there will be reporting to police of serious civil rights violations or possible hate crimes.  

LAWS GOVERNING STUDENT CONDUCT

Students are expected to comply with all federal, state, and local laws. These laws are incorporated into the Policies of the Winchester Public Schools and are highlighted in the sections below.  Copies of the statutes and full policies are available for student and parent inspection in the offices of the Principal, Assistant Principal, and in the McCall library.

POSSESSION OR USE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND OTHER DRUGS

Possession or use of alcoholic beverages on school grounds or at school functions such as activity nights, sporting events, or field trips, will result in suspension.  

In accordance with Mass Gen. Law Chap. 71 Sec. 37H, any student who is found on school premises or at school-sponsored or school-related events, including athletic games, in possession of a controlled substance as defined in chapter 94C, including but not limited to, marijuana, cocaine, and heroin, will be suspended and may be subject to expulsion by the school principal. Students who appear to be under the influence of alcohol or drugs or any other substance will not be permitted to attend classes or school functions. Parents will be notified of the infraction as soon as possible.  If state law is violated, local law enforcement officers will also be notified. In the case where quantity possessed suggests personal use rather than sale or distribution or if the student is under the influence of the substance, the student will be suspended from school and will not be allowed to attend or participate in school functions. For a second offense, or if the student is involved in the sale or distribution of drugs or alcohol, in addition to whatever legal action is taken, he or she will undergo screening by a team under the direction of the assistant principal. Such screening shall include but not be limited to a review of the student's academic, attendance, and discipline records, an interview by a trained substance abuse counselor, and a conference with the student's parents. Based on a review of the data gathered from the screening process, a recommendation for further action will be made to the principal. Further action may include probation (outlined in a contract developed by the school principal and signed by the parent and student), probation with substance abuse counseling, an alternative education program, or a recommendation to the superintendent for expulsion or exclusion of the student from school for an extended period of time.

NO SMOKING POLICY AND TOBACCO PRODUCTS
Due to conclusive evidence suggesting negative effects of tobacco use, McCall Middle School is committed to ensuring a smoke and tobacco-free environment for all members of the school community, including students, faculty, staff, and visitors.  State and Federal law and Town of Winchester by-laws provide that Winchester Public Schools must be tobacco-free facilities. Therefore, the use or possession of tobacco products and smoking-related products on school property and in vehicles used in the transportation of students, including student-operated vehicles parked on school grounds, is strictly prohibited. This ban will apply to all school-related functions, during and beyond the regular school day, as well as to activities sponsored by outside groups renting or using the buildings or grounds.  Violations of this policy may result in suspension and will result in the additional consequences set forth below:

Students

1st offense
· Mandatory Tobacco Education

· $25 fine, if unable to complete tobacco education

· Notification of parents

· Notification of Winchester Board of Health
2nd offense & thereafter

· $50 fine – mandatory

· $25 fine if further Tobacco Education is opted and completed

· Notification of parents

· Notification of Winchester Board of Health

· Meeting with student, parents, administration and Board of Health (optional)

Visitors

1st offense

· Verbal notification of no smoking policy
 2nd offense 

· Request to leave school property

Ticketing Agents:  Fines for violating the “No Smoking Policy” will be issued in the form of tickets, payable to the Winchester Town Clerk’s Office.  All members of McCall’s administration, faculty, and staff are required to report any student or staff member violating the policy (or perceived to have violated the policy) and the circumstances of the violation to the assistant principal.  Following each report, the assistant principal will meet with the violator and impose consequences according to the policy.  The assistant principal is a deputized ticketing agent of the Winchester Board of Health and as such is authorized to issue tickets for violation of the “No Smoking Policy”.

Payment of Fines:  Fines issued for violations of the “No Smoking Policy” must be paid to the Winchester Town Clerk’s Office within 21 days of receipt.  Failure to pay a fine may result in a criminal complaint. 

ANTI-BULLYING POLICY

McCall has adopted an Anti-Bullying Code for all students and personnel.  Bullying happens when someone uses his or her power to directly (e.g. hitting, theft, name-calling) or indirectly (e.g. rumors, exclusion) hurt, intimidate or humiliate another person physically and emotionally.  This is anti-social behavior and affects everyone:  it is unacceptable and will not be tolerated.

· We will not bully other students. 

· We will help students who are bullied.

·  We will make a point to include students who are left out.

· When we know someone is being bullied, we will tell an adult at school and an adult at home.

Students can deal with bullying: Calmly tell the person to stop in a clear, firm voice or say nothing, walk away, and tell an adult. Telling is not tattling. The goal is to stop the bullying behavior, not to get someone in trouble.  
Adults help: When present, immediately stop the bullying and refer to relevant school rules.

Record the incident and notify colleagues.

Students who bully others will face immediate consequences, such as mandatory counseling, prohibition from social activities, exclusion from certain areas of the school, and such other discipline as deemed appropriate for the action.

Students who have been bullied will be provided support as they regain self-control and feel safe from retaliation.

All McCall staff members are committed to a bully-free environment. All instances of bullying must be reported to the office. Trained staff members are available as resources to students and staff.

HARASSMENT, THREATS, CIVIL RIGHTS, AND RESPECT
The School Committee prohibits any acts of harassment, threatening behavior, civil rights violations or hate crimes-by students or teachers, administrators or other school personnel. Harassment refers to conduct, behavior, or comments that are personally offensive, degrading, or threatening to others. Harassment includes not only “in person” conduct, but also acts or threats conducted by mail or by use of telephone, including text messaging, or other electronic means. This policy refers to, but is not limited to, insulting or harmful comments or actions based on a person's race, gender, religion, sexual orientation, national origin, weight, physical characteristics, or disability.   It is important that students and faculty understand and be sensitive to the fact that what might seem acceptable, said in jest, or even well-intentioned, can easily be hurtful and demeaning to the recipient.  Examples of harassment include, but are not limited to, name calling, put downs, threats, sexually suggestive remarks, unsolicited physical contact, unwelcome and insulting comments and gestures, and the display or circulation of written materials or pictures that are degrading to any individual, or any ethnic, religious, or gender group.  In some instances these behaviors may constitute civil rights violations and/or hate crimes resulting in severe consequences. It is a civil rights violation to interfere by threat, intimidation or coercion with someone's enjoyment of constitutional or statutory rights. Hate crimes include any criminal act, such as assault, battery or stalking, which is motivated by bias or prejudice. To facilitate the carrying out of this policy the Assistant Principal will serve as the Civil Rights Administrator for McCall. 

All members of the McCall Middle School community:
· Are expected to adhere to the above policy.

· Are strongly encouraged not to tolerate, even by silence, any violation of it by others.

· Should report violators of the policy to the school civil rights administrator.

· Consequences for violation of this policy may include but are not limited to mandatory counseling, prohibition from social events, and suspensions from school ranging from one day to ten days with notification of police. Repeated or extreme forms of harassment will result in a recommendation for expulsion from McCall Middle School. 

HAZING POLICY
Student Hazing-In compliance with Mass. Gen. Law, Chap. 269, the School Committee prohibits any acts of hazing in connection with initiation into any student organization whether such acts are committed on school grounds or elsewhere.

Process:
1. Inform the administration of the incident.

2. Hearing to review the facts.

3. Administrative action (see penalties.)

4. Administrator notifies police.

Penalties:
1. Three day suspension and/or removal from activity for the remainder of the year for minor infractions.

2. Legal action through the police    whenever hazing involves acts of physical and/or psychological harm such as described in Mass. Gen. Law Chap. 269 Sec. 17.
VIOLENT BEHAVIOR, POSSESSION OF WEAPONS, AND VIOLATION OF OTHERS' CIVIL RIGHTS
In accordance with Mass. Gen. Law Chap. 71 Sec. 37H:

(A) Any student who is involved in fighting or other violent behavior or who is involved in acts of vandalism or violation of other students' civil rights, on school premises, on school buses, or at school-sponsored or school related events, including athletic games, field trips, activity nights, concerts and Youth Center activities, will be immediately suspended for a period of time, and may be subject to expulsion from school.

(B) Any student who is found on school premises or at school-sponsored or school-related events, including athletic games, in possession of a dangerous weapon, including, but not limited to, a gun, a metal chain, or a knife; will be immediately suspended for a period of time, and may be subject to expulsion from the school or school district by the principal.

(C) Any student who assaults a principal, assistant principal, teacher, teacher's aide or other individuals on school premises or at school-sponsored or school-related events, including athletic games, will be immediately suspended for a period of time, and may be subject to expulsion from school or school district by the principal.

ACTIONS SEPARATE FROM SCHOOL DAY OR SCHOOL FUNCTIONS

Mass. Gen. Law Chap. 71 Sec. 37H ½ provides that a student charged with a felony or a felony delinquency complaint may be suspended by the principal of his/her school, if the principal determines that the student’s continued presence in the school will have a substantial detrimental effect on the general welfare of the school.  A student convicted of a felony or admitting guilt in court may be expelled by the principal on the same grounds used in determining suspension.

STUDENT RIGHTS-DUE PROCESS
(A)  Suspension:  Before a student is temporarily suspended from school for ten days or less, the student has the constitutional right to receive:

(1)
Oral or written notice of the charges against him/her.

(2)
An explanation of the evidence against him/her.

(3)
The opportunity to present his/her side of the story to an impartial decision-maker, who may be an administrator. (Goss vs. Lopez, 419 U.S. 565, 1975).

(B)  Expulsion:  In the event that a student may be suspended on a long-term basis or excluded from school, he or she will be provided with additional procedural rights which may include a written notice of the charges against him/her, sufficient time to prepare for hearing, the right to representation at a hearing and the right to present witnesses on his/her behalf and cross examine witnesses.

As required by Mass. Gen. Law Ch. 71, Sections 37H and 37H½: Any student who has been expelled from the school district pursuant to the provisions of sections 37H and 37H ½, shall have the right to appeal to the Superintendent.  The expelled student shall have ten days from the date of the expulsion (five days under 37H ½) to notify the Superintendent of his/her appeal.  The student has the right to counsel at a hearing before the Superintendent. The subject matter of the appeal shall not be limited solely to a factual determination of whether the student has violated any provisions of this section.

When a student is expelled under the provisions of this section, no school or school district within the Commonwealth shall be required to admit such student or to provide educational services to said student. If the student does apply for admission to another school or school district, the Superintendent of the school district to which the application is made may request and shall receive from the Superintendent of the school expelling said student a written statement of the reasons for said expulsion.

(C)  Appeals Process:  If a student is dissatisfied with an action taken regarding school rules he/she should make the dissatisfaction known to an administrator. The levels of appeal are as follows:  Assistant Principal, Principal, Superintendent, School Committee.  Under Mass. Gen. Law Ch. 71, Sec. 37H½, there is no right of appeal to the School Committee for expulsion decisions regarding felony convictions.

In no circumstances will the McCall disciplinary system discriminate based on a student's race, color, sex, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, or disability. If you believe such discrimination has taken place, you should notify an administrator using the same sequence of contact as outlined in the "Appeals Process" listed above.

DISCIPLINE FOR STUDENTS ON SPECIAL EDUCATION PLANS
All students on special education plans must follow the rules and regulations stated in the school handbook.  Students will not be discriminated against in the imposition of discipline on the basis of a disability.  The McCall School will abide by the provisions of State and Federal law with regard to the process for disciplining students who are or who may be covered by special education or disability laws.  Additional Procedures for Students with Disabilities follow.

INVESTIGATIONS, CONFIDENTIALITY AND FALSE REPORTING


It is important that all students, staff members and volunteers at McCall are safe and respected.  We encourage the reporting of known or suspected violations of school rules and policies – to a guidance counselor, a teacher, the assistant principal or principal, school nurse or other staff member.  In all cases, and particularly when charges are made that someone has been bullied, harassed, threatened, assaulted or had their civil rights violated, charges are taken seriously and are thoroughly investigated.  Where appropriate, discipline will include suspension or referral to the Winchester police.

Ongoing investigations are confidential.  The Incident Management Team will determine whether any part of the larger community is at risk and should be made aware of an ongoing investigation.  We ask that students, staff and parents not discuss or spread information about pending investigations.

It is equally important that students who are considering making a false accusation against someone, understand that intentional false reporting is a violation of school rules and will lead to disciplinary actions against the student making the false report.  

MANDATORY REPORTING OF ABUSE AND NEGLECT

Under Mass. Gen. Law Chap. 119 Sec. 51A, school personnel, including but not limited to teachers, administrators, guidance counselors, are required to report suspected cases of child abuse or neglect to the Massachusetts Department of Social Services.

NOTE: The police will be notified in all cases when the law is violated.
“It’s not enough to be good, if you have the ability to be better.”



-  Alberta Lee Cox

MCCALL 2009-2010 TEST ADMINISTRATIONS

Massachusetts English Proficiency Assessment 

MEPA and MELA-O October 4-25; February 14-March 14
Massachusetts Comprehensive Assessment System (MCAS)

ELA Composition Grade 7 March 22
English/Language Arts (Grades 6, 7, 8)

March 22-April 4
Mathematics (Grades 6, 7, 8), Science and Technology/Engineering (Grade 8), History and Social Science (Grade 7), May 10-24
Additional Procedures for 

Students with Disabilities


The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) and its implementing regulations provide eligible students with certain procedural rights and protections in the context of student discipline. A brief overview of these rights is provided below.  In general, students may be excluded from their programs, just as any other student can be, for up to ten school days per year. However, when a student is excluded from his/her program for more than ten school days in the school year, school staff may be required to provide alternative educational services for the student. In addition, in many instances, the student’s Team must convene to determine whether the student’s behavior was a direct result of his/her disability (a “manifestation determination”).  If the Team determines the behavior was not a direct result of the student’s disability, the school may discipline the student according to the school’s code of student conduct, except that the district must continue to provide the student with educational services during the period of suspension or expulsion. However, if the Team determines that the behavior was a direct result of the disability, the student may not be excluded from the current educational placement (except in the case of weapons, drugs, or serious bodily injury) until the Team develops and the parent(s)/guardian(s) consent(s) to a new Individualized Education Program. The Team also must conduct a functional behavioral assessment and develop or revise a behavioral plan for the student.  In the event a student possesses, uses, sells or solicits a controlled substance or possesses a weapon, or seriously injures an individual at school or a school function, a school may place a student in an interim alternative education setting for up to 45 days. Hearing officers may also order the placement of a student in an appropriate interim setting for up to 45 days upon determination that the current placement is substantially likely to result in injury to the student or others.  When a parent(s)/guardian(s) disagrees with the Team’s decision on the “manifestation determination” or with a decision regarding placement, the parent(s)/guardian(s) has a right to request an expedited due process hearing from the Bureau of Special Education Appeals.  Similar procedures apply to students with accommodation plans under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. 

Additional information regarding the procedural protections for students eligible for services under laws providing for services for students with disabilities can be obtained from Dr. Linda Stapp, Director of Pupil Services who can be reached at 781 721-7005.

Discipline of Students Not Yet Determined Eligible for Special Education
The IDEA protections summarized above also apply to students who have not yet been found eligible for IEPs if the school district is deemed to have knowledge that the students were eligible for IEPs before the conduct that precipitated the disciplinary action occurred. The IDEA provides that a school district is “deemed to have knowledge” if: (1) the child’s parent had expressed concern in writing to district supervisory or administrative personnel or the child’s teacher that the child needs special education and related services; (2) the child’s parent had requested an evaluation of the child to determine eligibility for special education services; or (3) the teacher of the child or other school district personnel had expressed specific concerns about a pattern of behavior by the child directly to the district’s director of special education or to other supervisory personnel. However, a school district is not “deemed to have knowledge” if the district evaluated the student and determined that the child was not eligible for special education services or the child’s parent refused an evaluation of the child or IDEA services.  If the school district has no knowledge that a student is an eligible student under the IDEA before taking disciplinary measures against the student, the student may be disciplined just as any other student may be. If, however, a request is made for an evaluation to determine eligibility while the student is subject to disciplinary measures, the district must conduct the evaluation in an expedited manner. Pending the results of the evaluation, the student must remain in the educational placement determined by school authorities, which may include suspension or expulsion without services. If the student is determined eligible for an IEP as a result of the evaluation, the school district must provide the student with special education and related services in accordance with the IDEA.

Additional information regarding the procedural protections for special education students can be obtained from Cynthia DeAngelis, McCall Special Education Supervisor, who can be reached at 781 721-7026.

No Excuse Words

	Frequently Misspelled Words - Believe it or not, these simple words are the most frequently misspelled words in the English language. Learn these basic words and most of your spelling errors will disappear!

	  
	
	

	again 
	everybody 
	new / old 
	they're = they are 

	all right 
	everyone 
	no / yes 
	things 

	also 
	except 
	
	thought 

	a lot 
	excited 
	off / on 
	threw

	animals 
	
	once 
	throw 

	another 
	favorite 
	
	through 

	are 
	February 
	our 
	to 

	around 
	first 
	one #1 
	together 

	
	frightened 
	people 
	too much 

	babies 
	from 
	pretty 
	tried 

	beautiful 
	
	probably 
	two #2 

	because 
	getting 
	
	

	before 
	
	really 
	until 

	beginning 
	hear 
	received 
	

	believe 
	heard 
	running 
	very 

	bought 
	here 
	
	

	
	
	said 
	want 

	can't 
	interesting 
	school 
	wear clothes

	caught 
	I'm 
	some 
	weather 

	children 
	its 
	something 
	went 

	clothes 
	it's 
	sometimes 
	were 

	coming 
	
	started 
	what? 

	course 
	knew 
	stopped 
	when? 

	
	know 
	surprise 
	where? 

	decided 
	
	swimming 
	whether? 

	didn't 
	laugh 
	
	who? 

	does 
	let's 
	Than / then 
	would 

	doesn't 
	
	that's 
	won 

	don't 
	many 
	Their books 
	with 

	different 
	money 
	Then 
	

	dropped 
	morning 
	There 
	woman 

	
	
	They 
	won't 

	every 
	
	
	   you’re = you are

	especially 



	
	
	gfhhjhj

	from Curriculum Associates, 1994 and Month bv Month Phonics, P. Cunningham, 1998 from          from Curriculum Associates, 1994 and Month bv Month Phonics, P. Cunningham, 1998


Online Databases
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	InfoTrac
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/mlin_m_mccall
Accesses popular magazine, journal, and newspaper articles 

Password: 13pastrami 
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AtoZMapsOnline

by WORLD TRADE PRESS.




	A to Z Maps Online
http://www.atozmapsonline.com/ 
User Name: sachem
Password: student
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	A to Z World Culture
http://www.atozworldculture.com
User Name: sachem
Password: student 
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	World Book Online
http://www.worldbookonline.com
User Name: metrowest
Password: regional


D’Nealian Cursive Handwriting
Notes insert
S	M	T	W	R	F	S


	1	PDNS	3	4	5	6


7	8	9	10	NSAL	12	13


14	15	16	17	18	19	20


21	22	23	ERAL	NSAL	NSAL	27


28	29	30						


					





NOVEMBER 2010          (18 Days) 








NOVEMBER 2010	   (10 DAYS)





S	M	T	W	R	F	S


						1	2


3	4	5	6	7	8	9


10	11	12	13	14	15	16


17	V	V	V	V	V	23


24	25	26	27	28	29	30














   APRIL 2011		(16 DAYS)














MARCH 2011                    (23 Days)














S	M	T	W	R	F	S


						1	2


3	4	5	6	7	8	9


10	NSAL	12	13	14	15	16


17	18	19	ERK-8	ERK-8	ERK-8	23


24	25	26	27	28	29	30


31








OCTOBER 2010              (20 Days)





oCTOBER 2010	(20 days)














S	M	T	W	R	F	S


  		1	2	3	4	5


6	7	8	9	10	11	12


13	14	15	ERK-8	ERK-8	ERK-8	19


20	21	22	23	ERAL	25	26


27	28	29	30	31





MARCH 2011                        (23 DAYS)





APRIL  2011           	(16 Days) 



































SEPTEMBER 2010	  (17 DAYS)











S      M	T	       W       R         F         S			1	2	3	4


5      	6	7	ERE	ERE	10	11


12	13	14	15	16	17	18


19	20	21	22	23	24	25


26	27	28	29	30











SEPTEMBEDDR 2010 	    (17 Days)











September 8th First Day of School for Students





Grades 1–5:   September 8th and 9th (ERE)


Grades 6 & 9: 7:45 a.m.–10:40 a.m.


Grades 7, 8, 10, 11 & 12: 11:30 a.m.–2:15 p.m.


Kindergarten:  On Individual Schedule


Dates to Remember


Aug. 11 - Sept. 9		Ramadan


September 6		Labor Day


September 9-10		Rosh Hashanah


September 18		Yom Kippur


October 11		Columbus Day


November 11		Veterans Day


November 24 (1/2 day)	Thanksgiving


November 25, 26		Thanksgiving


December 2		Chanukah


December 24 – January 2	Holiday Break


January 17		M.L. King Day


February 21 – February 25	Winter Break


April 18 – April 22		Spring Break


May 30			Memorial Day 


June 5			HS Graduation


Professional Development


November 2       Professional Day – No School


December 9	Early Release – All Levels


January 26 	Early Release – All Levels	


March 24		Early Release – All Levels


May 2  		Early Release – All Levels





Conference Grades k-8


Early Release – October 20, 21, 22


Early Release – March 16, 17, 18





HS Quarters & Report Card Distribution


September 8 – October 29 		37 Days


November 1 – January 14                   	45 Days


January 18 – March 25		44 Days


March 28 – June 17			54 Days


Elementary & MS Trimester &


 Report Card Distribution


December 6, March 14





School Hours


Lincoln, Muraco, Vinson–Owen


Grades 1-5: 	                8:30 a.m.–2:35 p.m.


Kindergarten: 	                8:30 a.m.–12:15 p.m.


Ambrose & Lynch


Grades 1–5;	                8:45 a.m.–2:50 p.m.


Kindergarten:	                8:45 a.m.–12:30 p.m.


McCall & High School:       7:45 a.m.–2:15 p.m.





















































KEY


NS = No school all levels


ERPD =Early release – Prof. Development


ERE= Early release – Elementary Only


ERAL = Early release – All levels








S	M	T	W	R	F	S


		1	2	3	4	5


6	7	8	9	10	11	12


13	14	15	16	17	18	19


20	V	V	V	V      	V	26


27	28


  


28	29	30876	5	








FEBRUARY 2011             (15 Days)





FEBRUARY 2010  	   (15 DAYS)





S       M       T       W       R        F       S


22      23     24      25      26      27     28


29      30     31





AUGUST 2010           (0 DAYS)








AUAuAuGUST 2010           (0 Days)





MAY 2011		(21 DAYS)























Winchester Public Schools


2010-2011


School Calendar























September 1 & 2 – New Staff Orientation�September 7   – Teachers Return


September 8  – Students First Day of  School 


June 17   –180th  Day for Students if


 No Snow Days


      June 20   – 183rd Day for Teachers if


 No Snow Days





MAY 2011 		    (21 Days)





S	M	T	W	R	F	S


1	ERAL	3	4	5	6	7


8	9	10	11	12	13	14


15	16	17	18	19	20	21


22	23	24	25	26	27	28


29	NSAL	31	








30	31	


31





DECEM NOVEMBER 2010          (18 Days) 


BER 2010             (17 Days)





DECEMBER 2010	   (17 DAYS)





S	M	T	W	R	F	S


			1	2	3	4


5	6	7	8	ERAL	10	11


12	13	14	15	16	17	18


19	20	21	22	23	V	25


26	V	V	V	V	V





JUNE 2011		(13 DAYS)





S	M	T	W	R	F	S


			1	2	3	4


5	6	7	8	9	10	11


12	13	14	15	16	ERE	18


19	�	�	�	�	�	25


26	27	28	29	30		





JANUARY 2011                     (20 Days)





JANUARY 2011    (20 DAYS)





S	M	T	W	R	F	S


						1


2	3	4	5	6	7	8


9	10	11	12	13	14	15


16	NSAL	18	19	20	21	22


23	24	25	ERAL	27	28	29


30	31





		








				














KEY GUIDE


ERAL 	Early Release–All Levels


ERE   	Early Release–Elemen. Only


ERK-8	Early Release–Grades K-8


PDNS 	Professional Day–No School


NSAL  	No School All Levels


V         	Vacation


 Snow Days    �





Early Release Dismissal Times


Lincoln, Muraco, Vinson Owen     11:30 a.m.


Ambrose, Lynch		        11:45 a.m.


McCall & High School	        11:10 a.m.











PAGE  

